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studies of environmental changes in
the Arctic and marine life in the Arctic
Ocean.

I urge my colleagues to support
House Concurrent Resolution 76 and
honor this 50th anniversary of the

International Geophysical Year.
Through future research in Earth,
science and space science, including

that of the IPY, we have tremendous
opportunities for new knowledge and
new discoveries, and I hope we can look
back 50 years from now on equally ex-
citing accomplishments.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Concurrent Resolution 76,
honoring the 50th anniversary of the
International Geophysical Year. In
1882-1883, the first International Polar
Year counted 12 participating coun-
tries, with 13 expeditions to the Arctic
and two expeditions to the Antarctic to
study the geophysical attributes of the
polar regions.

In order to expand research opportu-
nities beyond the polar regions, in 1957
and 1958, organizers changed the name
of the third International Polar Year
to the International Geophysical Year.
Beginning in March of 2007 and running
through March of 2009, the fourth
International Polar Year celebrates the
50th anniversary of the International
Geophysical Year.

In the United States, not only NASA,
which is highlighted in this resolution,
but the National Science Foundation,
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and the Department of
Energy are all actively participating in
the fourth International Polar Year
and the 50th anniversary of the Inter-
national Geophysical Year.

The International Geophysical Year
brought about the launching of the
first artificial satellites and successful
scientific collaborations that continue
today. The current International Polar
Year and 50th anniversary celebration
of the International Geophysical Year
seek to encourage and challenge the
young men and women in scientific and
engineering careers to bring about fun-
damental advancements in many areas
of science and technology.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support House Concurrent Resolution
76.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, the first Inter-
national Geophysical Year was held from July
1957 to December 1958, and this year marks
its 50th anniversary. The International Geo-
physical Year was modeled after the success-
ful International Polar Year of 1882 and its
50th anniversary in 1932. The International
Geophysical Year allowed over 60,000 sci-
entists from 67 countries around the world to
take part in a series of coordinated observa-
tions of various geophysical phenomena.

| remember the International Geophysical
Year well because, as a youngster, it was
reading about it that sparked my interest in
science and set me toward the career in phys-
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ics which | pursued before coming to Con-
gress.

The scientific activities spanned the globe
from the North to the South Poles. For exam-
ple, the research in the Antarctic yielded new
estimates of the Earth’s total ice content—a
number of importance given today’s melting of
major glaciers due to global warming. In addi-
tion, radiation detectors to record cosmic rays,
spectroscopes to analyze the aurorae, and
balloons were put to use to explore the upper
reaches of the atmosphere and the formation
of thunderstorms. Finally, post-World War I
developments in rocketry made possible the
exploration of space, employing the exciting
new technology of artificial satellites.

Today, almost 50 years after Sputnik was
launched, it is crucial that we reflect on how
we responded to scientific challenges in the
Geophysical Year and how we proceeded to
invest in research and education in subse-
quent years. Today, we are falling behind
other nations in many measurable ways, par-
ticularly in math and science education. Unlike
50 years ago with the launch of Sputnik, we
are unlikely to have a sharp wake-up call be-
fore we find ourselves unable to maintain the
leadership role and quality of life to which we
are accustomed.

Investment in education and research, as
prescribed by, for example, the Democratic In-
novation Agenda, would be a good idea in any
year. It is particularly apparent that we should
make these investments as we reflect today
on the path we followed when Sputnik was a
recent stimulus and the findings of the Inter-
national Geophysical Year were so inspiring.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 76 honoring the 50th an-
niversary of the International Geophysical
Year, IGY, and its past contributions to space
research, and looking forward to future accom-
plishments.

| would like to recognize the 50th anniver-
sary of the International Geophysical Year and
its past contributions to global observations
and ocean research that led to the discovery
of ocean ridges and creation of the Scientific
Committees on Ocean Research and Antarctic
Research. The memory of the success of the
International Geophysical Year during the
height of the Cold War should serve as inspi-
ration in this age of global warming. The im-
pacts of global warming will have impacts in
all nations and addressing it and its repercus-
sions including sea-level rise, increased num-
ber and strength of storms, and ocean acidifi-
cation, will take a coordinated scientific effort,
such as that generated by the International
Geophysical Year, to monitor these changes,
develop new technology to address them, and
the ability to provide timely hurricane warn-
ings.
Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise to speak in support of House Concurrent
Resolution 76, honoring the 50th anniversary
of the International Geophysical Year, IGY.

This resolution marks the 50th anniversary
of the International Geophysical Year, IGY,
honors its contributions to space research,
and looks forward to future accomplishments.

| am pleased that several of my colleagues
from the Science and Technology Committee
have joined me as cosponsors and would like
to thank Space and Aeronautics Sub-
committee Ranking Member CALVERT, Chair-
man GORDON, and Research and Science
Education Subcommittee Chairman BAIRD for
their support for this measure.
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| would especially like to thank the Chair-
man for his leadership in getting this bill on
the floor today.

The International Geophysical Year (IGY) of
1957-1958 was an international collaboration
to coordinate observations and measurements
of the solid Earth, oceans, the atmosphere,
and the near-Earth space environment on a
global scale. Despite the tensions of the Cold
War, 67 nations and thousands of scientists
came together to make the IGY a resounding
success.

A particularly significant aspect of the IGY
was that it extended science into space
through the launch of artificial satellites—signi-
fying the dawn of the Space Age. Explorer I,
the first successful U.S. satellite launch, made
possible an important scientific result of the
IGY—the discovery of belts of trapped,
charged particles in the Earth’s upper atmos-
phere, which are now known as the VanAllen
radiation belts.

Equally importantly, the IGY has been a
shining example of the benefits of international
cooperation in scientific endeavors. The co-
ordination of global interdisciplinary observa-
tions by researchers from multiple nations dur-
ing a time of geopolitical tensions continues to
be an inspiration and a model for those who
recognize the significant contributions that can
be achieved when nations come together in
the peaceful pursuit of scientific knowledge.

Indeed, scientists around the world continue
to build on the impressive research legacy left
to them by their IGY predecessors 50 years
ago. As a current example, | support the Inter-
national Polar Year (IPY) and the IPY re-
search efforts that are planned to take place
over the next 2 years, efforts that will encom-
pass a wide range of research topics—for ex-
ample, on studies of environmental change in
the Arctic and marine life in the Arctic Ocean.

| introduced an IGY resolution in the 108th
Congress, which passed the House, to mark
the then-upcoming IGY and to encourage the
celebration of its 50th anniversary throughout
the country and across the globe. This year’s
IGY concurrent resolution both honors the
great scientific work that was done during the
IGY, as well as works to inspire the next gen-
eration of scientists and engineers. We will be
looking to those young men and women to
continue to advance our knowledge, strength-
en our nation’s economy, and improve our
quality of life. That is why H. Con. Res. 76 en-
courages the public, and in particular our
young people, to participate in celebrations
planned for the IGY anniversary year and to
seek to build on the scientific legacy of the
IGY by striving to achieve challenging new
goals in space science and Earth science.

| urge my colleagues to support H. Con.
Res. 76 and honor the 50th anniversary of the
International Geophysical Year. The IGY set a
high standard of achievement. | am confident
that by means of future research in Earth
science and space science, including that of
the IPY, we can achieve equally meaningful
advances over the next 50 years.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. WILSON)



